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Abstract

It is trite to say that children of today are the future of tomorrow. They
are an asset and not a liability to any nation. It is now a constitutional
obligation to have their early schooling and develop their capacity by
grooming them for nation-building. This age is full of turbulences and
uncertainties. It has the potential to go either way, especially for a child
who comes from a fractured family or is deprived of the love and care of
parents due to one or the other reason. This vulnerability of children to
different vices has been compounded by the present internet age that
has facilitated the use of social media where families are broken not
actually but because of the distance they maintain while living under the
same roof or in the same room. The parents or other elders of a child do
not find time even while sitting in the same room or under the same roof
but they chat or message each other as and when required to talk to each
other. These children are now more vulnerable and susceptible to
deviant behaviour than before. They may be, at times, in conflict with the
law, but they cannot be treated like ordinary criminals. They need
sympathy and not indifference; they need treatment and not
punishment. This is why the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of
Children) Act, 2015, was passed with a focus on reformation and
rehabilitation of Juvenile delinquents. This Act makes laudable provisions
for education and vocation facilities for such delinquents with an avowed
object to ensure that these delinquents integrate with mainstream once
they complete their period of stay in Government established child care
homes or institutes. The Government of Odisha has also established child
care institutes. This paper attempts to examine the status of educational
and training facilities for children in need of care and protection who are
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sent to child care institutions in accordance with the order passed by the
Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) for rehabilitation.

Keywords: Juvenile, Child in Conflict with Law, Child in need of Care and
Protection, Juvenile Homes, Education and Vocational facilities

1. Introduction

Children are the most precious asset of any nation. It is well
established that the future of any nation depends on children. It is
also believed that India is a young society and one of the youngest
nations in the world, as it has more percentage of youth as
compared to others. The youth age as defined by United Nations
(UN), belongs to the age of 15-24 years'. However, in India, the
youth belong to 15-29 years of age as per the National Youth
Policy of 20142, This segment of society needs special attention for
their individual growth as well as for the betterment of society
collectively. All youth, irrespective of their socio-cultural
background, need equal treatment in terms of opportunities to
excel in the individual sphere. They need good health facilities,
educational facilities, equitable employment opportunities, social
justice, participation, and inclusion in all spheres, particularly
decision-making. Youth belong to several socio-economic
backgrounds. This includes youth from the vulnerable section,
such as children without biological and adoptive parents, destitute,
street children, surrendered, abandoned, including children in
conflict with the law. All these children are collectively called
children in need of care and protection. Children in conflict with
the law are also recognized as Children in need of care and
protection (CNCP)3. The youth belonging to the above-stated
marginalized sector also needs equitable opportunities in all

1 United Nations Organisation, available at:
https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/youth accessed on 25th
September 2022 at 10.37 am.

2 National youth Policy, available at:
https://www.rgniyd.gov.in/sites/default/files/pdfs/scheme/nyp_2014.
pdf accessed on 25th September 2022 at 11 am.

3 re exploitation of children in the State of Tamil Nadu vs. Union of India
Writ Petition(s) (cri) no.102/2007
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spheres of life to live a dignified life. As all these children have
been equally guaranteed Constitutional and Legal rights. However,
various rights specifically the educational and training needs of
Children in Conflict with the Law (CCLs) who are part of the CNCP,
are being constantly violated due to procedural and administrative
inefficacy.

Thus, the present study focuses on the urgent need to provide
educational and training facilities to the CCLs who are sent to
childcare institutions in accordance with the order passed by the
Juvenile Justice Board (JJB) for rehabilitation. The scope of the
paper is limited to the CCLs residing at the care home in the State
of Odisha. The study is divided into three parts. First, the
researchers have explained the rehabilitation process and facilities
that must be provided to the CCLs for reformation and
rehabilitation as per the law. In the second part, the researchers
have dealt with the present scenario of educational-related
facilities provided by the State machinery in Odisha. For this
relevant data have been collected from various Childcare homes
through the State Child Protection Society. In the last segment,
suggestions and a conclusion have been drawn.

2. Rehabilitation of Children in Conflict with the Law
CCLs as defined by section 2(13) of the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2015 (JJ Act) are those children
“who are alleged or found to have committed an
offence and have not completed the age of
eighteen years of age on the date of commission
of a such offence.”
As per the statistics, a major number of CCLs who are
apprehended belong to the age group of 16 to 18 years.* These
children belong to the category of youth who are in the growing

Crime in India, National Crime Records Bureau, 2021. Available at
https://ncrb.gov.in/sites/default/files/CllI-
2021/Cl1%202021%20SNAPSHOTS%20STATES.pdf accessed on 25
September 2022 at 10.11 am.
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stage of becoming responsible adults. For them, Section 3 of the JJ

Act specifies certain principles listed below, which shall be

followed by the person dealing with this category of children.

a. children shall presume innocent and without any malafide
intent up to the age of eighteen years;

b. the dignity and worth of the child shall be equally protected;
every child has a right to participate in all processes and
decisions affecting their interest and he has the right to be
heard. The view of the child must be considered in all
circumstances;

d. The principle of best interest must be followed at all
circumstances so that the child’s full potential will be
developed;

e. The waiver of rights of the child is not permissible;

f. The children will be governed by the principle of equality and
non-discrimination;

g. The children under JJ Act shall be governed by the principle of
a fresh start, where, all past records of him will be erased
except in certain exceptional cases.

Above are the few important guiding principles mentioned in the JJ

Act for the appropriate authority dealing with CCLs. Persons

dealing with CCLs are the Central Government, State Government,

Juvenile Justice Board (JJB), Child Protection Society, District Child

Protection Officers, Person-in-charge of Child Care Institutions, etc,

as per JJ Act. All these principles shall be strictly followed while

dealing with the children and youth in conflict with the law living in

a childcare home.

Whenever any child who is of below the age of 18 years alleged to

be in conflict with law is apprehended by the police, he is placed

under the charge of a Child welfare police officer or with the
special juvenile police unit®. Within 24 hours of apprehension, the
special police officer produces the child before the JJB. The JIB

5 Section 10, Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
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after ensuring fair and speedy inquiry, if founds that the child is in

conflict with the law, may order®

1. Child to go home after counseling, or directs to participate in
group counseling;

2. Order to perform community services,

3. Fine him for his acts, directs the child on probation of good
conduct;

4. Direct the child to be in the fit facility for ensuring good
behaviors, or

5. Direct the child to be kept in a special home for a period not
exceeding 3 years.

According to the provisions of the JJ Act, during the term period of

inquiry, the children who have committed an offence are sent to

observation homes and CCLs who have committed a heinous

offence are sent to a place of safety pending the inquiry. After

inquiry, when it is established that children have committed an

offence, he is sent to a special home or fit facility, and when it is

ascertained that he/she has committed a heinous crime the JIB or

the Children’s Court as the case may be may direct the CCLs to be

placed in Place of Safety until the CCLs turns 21 years of age. The

place of safety takes CCLs who are above the age of 18 years and

also such CCLs who have committed a heinous crime and belong to

the age of 16-18 years.” Table 1 shows the number of CCLs

apprehended during the period 2020-2021.

Table 1: Children in Conflict with Law Apprehended during 2020-2021

India 37,444

Odisha 1610
(Source: NCRB Report 2021)8

6 Section 18, Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015

7 Section 49, The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2019

8 Crime in India, National Crime Records Bureau, 2021, available at
https://ncrb.gov.in/sites/default/files/CllI-
2021/Cll_2021Volume%201.pdf accessed on 26™ September 2022 at
2.57 pm.
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From the above data, it is quite clear that more than thousands of
children have been apprehended under the provision of the JJ Act,
2015 in a single year. When a CCL is apprehended, any person in
whose charge a CCL is placed has the responsibility as the child’s
parents and is responsible for the maintenance of the child.® Also
when the JJB orders for stay at special homes or place of safety
either during the pending of the case or after the final order, the
childcare institutions is directed to provide rehabilitative and
reformative services to the CCLs'. These reformative services
include “education, skill development, counseling, behavior
modification, and psychiatric support during the period of stay”.

3. Legal Facility Relating to Education and Training etc. of CCLs

In the international scenario, the United Nation Convention on the
Rights of the Child, 1989 the United Nations Standard Minimum
Rules for the Administration of Justice, 1985 (the Beijing Rules),
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles
Deprived of their Liberty (1990), The Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Inter-country
Adoption 1993 including others, the rights of a child coming in
contact with the juvenile justice system have categorically dealt
with the various specific requirements of the children as a matter
of right, particularly who are in conflict with the law. The Beijing
rules of 1985 directed the state parties to provide meaningful life
to the CCLs through the process of education and personal
development®. While dealing with CCLs the principle of fair and
humane treatment must be strictly adhered to promote social
justice. One of the objectives of institutionalizing CCLs is “to
provide care, protection, education, and vocational skills with a
view to assisting them to assume socially constructive and

% Section 11, The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2019

10 section 18 (g) The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2019

11 Rule 17.1, the United Nations Minimum Rules for the Administration of
Juvenile Justice, 1985.
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productive roles in society.”*? This rule is directed to all the state
parties to protect the needs of the children so that they will not
leave the care homes at an educational shortcoming/loss. UNCRC
also directs the state parties to take various social, legislation, and
educational measures to protect the children from all forms of
mistreatment and maltreatment, including mental, physical, and
sexual. It directs the State parties to provide alternate care
facilities in case children are deprived of a family environment
either for a temporary period or permanently. It is the duty of the
State to ensure special care and protection to him/her as per the
best interest of the child.®® Article 28 of the UNCRC directs the
government of State Parties to protect the educational rights of all
children. It secures the educational rights of children at all levels.
Though primary education has been given more focus but
importance of secondary and higher education has been duly
recognized in various instruments of international relevance. The
United Nations Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1966, UNCRC,
etc. direct the state parties for securing educational rights on four
key bases, i.e., Accessibility, Availability, Acceptability, and
Adaptability. This basis must be followed in all the spheres of
education, including higher education for children, progressively in
accordance with the state’s economic capacity.

International instruments aim at right based approach towards
ensuring human rights. The principle of the rights-based approach
seeks to prohibit, prevent and eliminate any kind of discrimination
in the realization of various rights. In the context of the
educational rights of children, a rights-based approach to
education submits that every individual, including children, are
entitled to good education and that it is the State’s responsibility

12 Rule 20, the United Nations Minimum Rules for the Administration of
Juvenile Justice, 1985.

13 Article 21 of the United Nation Child Rights Convention, 1989. Available
at:
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Professionalinte
rest/crc.pdf accessed on: 13.04.2022 at 11.24 am.
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to enact legislation and ensure the same (Ray & Saini, 2015)*. The
right-based model is based on the principle of equality, eliminating
any kind of discrimination. It follows the proviso of the best
interest of the child for their survival and growth. This can be truly
ensured by the participation and inclusion of children in decision-
making.
The right-based approach to inclusive education for children, as
unfolded under the above-mentioned international instruments,
can be summarised as follows™:
a. Legal entitlement to free and compulsory primary education
for all children;
b. State to ensure basic education for individuals who have not
completed primary education;
c. State to develop measures to render access to education for
all children;
State has the obligation to develop secondary education;
State to provide equitable access to higher education;
f. State to ensure elimination of discrimination at all levels of the
education system;
g. State is to set minimum standards to improve the quality of
education.
Apart from international instruments, international conferences
and goals play an important role in the overall development of
vulnerable children. Such as target 4.5 of sustainable development
goals, which mandates eliminating gender disparities in education
and ensuring equal access to all levels of education and vocational
training for the vulnerable, including persons with disabilities,

14 Ray Sharmila & Saini Sakshi, “Efficacy of rights-based approach to
education: A comparative study of two states of India”, policy features
in education, 2016 vol-14(2) p. 274-285.

15 Sharma Neha and Dansana Prayas, Right Based Educational Approaches
for Inclusive Education of Orphans and Vulnerable Children- an analysis
of Role of the State, Transition of Exclusive and Inclusive Practices Child
Protection and Promotion: a Multidisciplinary Approach, Aequitas
Victoria Foundation, Jenabad Bihar, December 2021. pp. 158-168
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indigenous peoples, and children in vulnerable situations.'® It is
firmly advocated that the sustainability of human existence
depends on the attainment of these goals, more particularly the
‘right to education for all”. All our legal matrix and the incidental
mechanism attached to it need to be propelled in that direction.’
Accordingly, Sir Hersch Lauterrpacht asserted that

“the protection of human personality and of its

fundamental rights is the ultimate purpose of all

the national and international laws”.
Education, vocation, and required training for CCLs in India fall
under the Constitutional and Human Rights of the individual, if not
the fundamental right, as according to the constitutional mandate,
education is free and compulsorily provided to children up to the
age of 14 years only. And CCLs living in care homes generally
belong to ages above 15 to 21 years. However, the Constitution of
India, through its directive policy, has directed the state to provide
the required opportunities and facilities to all children so that they
can develop in a healthy manner. It directs the state to protect the
dignity and freedom of the youth and children against exploitation
and moral and material abandonment.!® Accordingly, the CCLs are
conferred with the statutory right to education, vocational
training, and recreational facilities under section 53, read with
rules 36, 37, and 38 of the JJ Act 2019. By virtue of sections 47, 48,
and 49 of the JJ Act, 2015 the State Government is empowered to
manage and monitor the observation homes, special homes, and
places of safety by making rules in this regard. As per the
Constitutional mandate, every citizen also has to “to strive towards
excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that
the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and

18 1bid.

17 Sharma, N., & Dansana, P. (2022). Critical Study on the Legal Policies
Relating to Education: With Special Reference to Trafficked Children
Living in Childcare Institutions. 10(1) Institutionalised Children
Explorations and Beyond.
https://doi.org/10.1177/23493003221135494

18 Article 39 (f), The Constitution of India.
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achievement.”?® The state must provide the required facilities and
equal opportunities to all children and youth, including CCLs. It is
pertinent to mention here that an individual care plan?® must be
made for all children governed under the JJ Act to provide
rehabilitative services per their individual needs.

In light of the above discussion, the researcher found that NCRB
records show that most children who are apprehended and sent to
special homes or places of safety, most of them are not enrolled in
higher secondary. Some have completed the education only up to
the matric classes that are standard 10™. Table 2 depicts the
educational background of children in CCL apprehended in 2020-
2021.

Table 2: Educational background of Children in Conflict with law,
2020-2021 (India)

Educational Background Number of children | Percentage
Illiterate 3487 9.31
Primary 9380 25.05
Up to Secondary 17176 45.87
Up to Higher Secondary 6323 16.89
Above Higher Secondary 1078 2.88

(Source: NCRB Report 2021)

The NCRB record shows that in India, a large no. of children
(45.87%) who came in conflict with the law have only attended
education till secondary, i.e., up to only standard 8" and merely
16.89% and 2.88% of children have completed higher secondary
and above higher secondary respectively. It is noteworthy to
observe that 9% of children are also illiterate. In the case of the
state of Odisha, the scenario is quite similar. Out of 1610 CCL living
in care homes, 593 children have attended secondary school, 199
children have attended up to higher secondary, and only 23
children have attended above secondary classes. Again 209

19 Article 51a(j), The Constitution of India.
20 Section 39, The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2019
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children are illiterate. Table 3 represents the scenario of education
among CCLs in the childcare home of Odisha??.

Table 3: Educational background of children in conflict with the

Law in Odisha
Educational Background Number of children | Percentage
Illiterate 209 12.98
Primary 586 36.40
Up to Secondary 593 36.83
Up to Higher Secondary 199 12.36
Above Higher Secondary 23 1.43

Source: (NCRB Report 2021)

From the above data, it can be seen that many youths who come
in contact with juvenile justice and are directed for rehabilitation
in correctional homes enter with significant educational deficits.
Education and vocational training for the children in the corrective
home is a sine-qua-non for the developmental process?’. Without
proper education and training, it will be tough for CCLs to get a
good job or even to do some small start-ups. Youth in correctional
and childcare homes face many barriers to completing their
education after being released. The social stigma of being a CCL
follows them even after being released. In many instances, even
though there is a statutory provision mentioned in the JJ Act of
2015, children and youth in correctional homes are hardly
provided with a good education. In Juvenile homes, these youth
children face various issues such as substandard education and

21 Educational background of children in conflict with the law, National
Crime Records Bureau, 2021. Available at:
https://ncrb.gov.in/sites/default/files/CllI-
2021/Cll_2021Volume%201.pdf accessed on 18™ October 2022 at
11.11am.

22 Advani Affrin, the need for effective implementation of prison reforms
Indian Prisons, available at: https://www.probono-india.in/blog-
detail.php?id=205 accessed on 19" October 2022 at 12.53 pm
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educational facilities®, lack of proper teachers, lack of availability
of various courses in terms of general and vocational education,
lack of implementation of standard operating procedures and the
Child Protection Scheme, etc.

In light of the above situation, the researcher conducted a critical
analysis of the correctional homes/childcare homes for CCLs in the
state of Odisha. Therefore, the next segment of the study relates
to implementing education and vocational training as a corrective
measure for the CCLs rehabilitated in various childcare homes.

4. Implementation of Education and Vocational Training Facility
in Childcare Homes in the State of Odisha for CCLs
In the state of Odisha, six special homes, six observation homes,
and one place of safety exist.?* Table 4 depicts the number of
observations, special and places of safety homes in several districts
of Odisha.

Table 4: Status of Children in Conflict with the Law in Child Care

Institutions
Observation Special Place of
District home Home safety

Angul 50 105 10 05 - -
Boudh 100 0 10 00 - -
Ganjam (Boys) 100 120 10 00 - -
Ganjam (Girls) 20 11 10 00 - -
Kalahandi 40 0 40 00 - -
Sundargarh 100 121 10 04 100 70
Total - 357 - 09 - 70

*C = Capacity; **N = No. of Children
Source: Odisha State Child Protection Society as of 27.11.2021

23 Improving Educational Outcomes for Youth in Juvenile Justice, National
Juvenile Justice Network, available at: https://www.njjn.org/our-
work/improving-education-for-youth-in-juvenile-justice-snapshot
accessed on 20th October 2022 at 3.22 pm.

2 Information collected from Odisha State Child Protection Society, dated
18.11.21.
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As per the information, a total number of 436 CCLs were staying in
childcare homes or correctional homes, and some of the Child Care
Institutions (CCls) are vacant with no CCLs. The above information
also shows that in observation homes, the number of children
staying is over the capacity of the childcare institute. The
researcher while studying and reviewing the existing literature
found that there is no certain scheme or provisions by the State
Government for education and technical or vocational training to
the CCLs.
Even though the Integrated Child Protection Scheme and the JJ
Act, 2015 read with State JJ Rules, 2018 provide for imparting age-
appropriate education and technical and vocational education as
supported by international conventions to the CCLs. CCls,
particularly correctional homes, need to impart reformative
services to reform CCL. His reformation in the institute will change
their life from CCL to a responsible citizen. Reformative services in
a child care home mean

“facilities provided to a child in conflict with the

law including education, skill development,

counseling,  behavior — modification therapy,

psychiatric support, and other developmental

activities as would be necessary on the basis of the

intervention, circumstances as brought out in the

social investigation report” .?
For the purpose of going deeper into the types of educational
environments and reformative services provided to the children in
observation homes, special homes, and the place of safety
conducted an unstructured open interview with the
Superintendents of Sundargarh, Ganjam, and Angul observation
homes and special homes. The researcher also talked with the
superintendent of the Place of Safety, Sundargarh. On one
occasion, the researcher also had a chance to meet the program

25 Rule xii, Odisha Juvenile Justice (care and protection) rules, 2018.
Available at:
http://164.100.185.172/juvenile/adminpanel/act_pdf/rule_2018.pdf
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manager of Odisha State Child Protection Society, who has thrown
light on the issue of CCLs. The parameters on which the question is
asked are related to the family background of children,
educational history, the present scenario of education and training
provided in the CCls, and the recommendations as to how the
status of children in terms of education and training could be
reformed.

Accordingly, it was informed that most children who are CCLs
belong to economically and socially poor background. The parents
of such children are either daily wage labourers, small farmers, or
belong to other marginalized sections of society. These children
sometimes don’t get bail and have to stay back at the institutions
for a long time to get bail or be released particularly due to a lack
of money and legal aid. When asked about the previous status of
children before coming to the institute, the respondents stated
that children are mostly dropouts and hardly have reached the
secondary and higher secondary classes of schooling (The said
statement is also reflected in Table 3). It is said that though
teachers one primary and the other secondary are engaged in the
institution for providing education, however, that is not efficient
and effective as only two teachers in two different classrooms
have to take classes for all subjects and for the whole group i.e.,
primary and secondary. That means a teacher, let suppose,
specialized in math is also taking classes on the subject of
literature. This is nothing like an educational setup but rather a
kind of engagement of children in something to show on paper.
There are no proper classrooms and other infrastructures available
in the CCls for imparting continuous and good quality general
education. It is informed that no technical education is being
provided to them. Further, in terms of vocational education, a few
observation homes and special homes agreed that they are with
the tie-up from ICICI bank providing electric appliance repairing
training to a few children. That course lasts for a maximum
duration of 15-30 days. In one of the special homes in Angul, only a
tailoring and dressmaking activity course is being run. However, it
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is noteworthy that in the place of safety at Rourkela, Sundargarh,
even vocational education is missing. It is informed that though
they once had the opportunity to start the vocational education
from ICICI bank, due to less room and no other infrastructural
facility, they could not avail the benefit. In fact, many CCLs who
have been convicted and ordered for rehabilitation are still
residing in an observation home. One of the prominent persons
(name withhold) also informed the researcher that if education is
imparted to these children, it will be hard for us to re-integrate
them into society as they will receive free educational services.
They will not want to leave the care home at the desired time. The
stakeholder said that the children themselves, in most cases, are
not desirous to study and receive an education. In the case of
observation homes, planning for children’s education is also a
problem since children come to the observation homes for a
shorter duration.

Nonetheless, quality education and training play a quintessential
role in shaping the future of the child, and the same must be
provided to the children, not as a mercy but rather as a right. The
state machinery needs to concentrate on these children for the
overall benefit and secure life of the children. The stakeholder
shared that the staff employed are also not willing to work as they
have been recruited on a contractual basis with inadequate salary,
and they receive that salary very lately and sometimes yearly. In
fact, the superintendents are also not trained persons as they have
been given additional responsibility by the State to run CCls
originally, they belong to the Home Department of the
Government. Various technical issues, lack of infrastructure,
coordination, and dearth of support from the higher department
are hindering the way to the growth of the CCLs.

It is well established that, poor education and poor economic
setup are generally the main reasons for juvenile delinquency?®. If
this child will not be provided with the right quality education as
per their standard it will be hard for the system to reform the child

26 Raj Kumar Vs. State of U.P. and others writ - A No. - 53425 of 2007
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only through psychiatric support. The honorable Supreme Court
has rightly affirmed that “Rehabilitation will be the measure of
success of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2000.
Reintegration into society by means of confident and assertive
occupations leading to a sense of self-worth will have to be
devised. This requires innovative strategies and not any high flown
claims to social development.”?’0On the basis of the above
information and discussion received from the concerned
stakeholders, the researcher in the next segment has dealt with
the overall conclusion and suggestions for tackling the urgent need
for education and training for children in conflict with the law.

5. Recommendations and Conclusion
Education indeed shapes the future of the child as well as the
nation. When it is for the CCLs, it will shape his future and reform
the child for his good. If continuous education and education-
related training are provided to youth, this group of people could
sustain itself in society. Education and training, followed by good
job opportunities, will help them live a dignified life after release
from correctional homes. The social stigma and the view of people
toward the CCLs will not be the same if he is provided with good
education and related training. Based on the above observations
and discussions, the following suggestions are put forth for the
improvement of the children, specifically the youth as well as the
childcare institutions-

a) Youth in the CCls, particularly in Odisha, are not able to receive
a formal education or through the bridge courses, which is
their legal and statutory right. Good quality and continuous
education processes at all levels (primary, secondary, higher
secondary, and above higher secondary) for the CCLs is the
need of the hour. A mechanism must be developed by the
state and the CCIs for the continuous education of the
children. The State needs to develop such a mechanism that
the time of education a child is giving in the CCls for education

27 Bachpan Bachao Andolan vs. Union of India reported at 2011 (5) SCC 1
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b)

d)

e)

f)

must be credited fully to his school/college/community-based
learning institutes. In this regard, individual child plans® as
mentioned in JJ Act, 2015 must be given due importance.
Various schemes for the education and training of the CCLs
must be implemented by the State as it is in the case of
children in need of care and protection. Schemes such as
green passage and Biju Sishu Surakhya Yojna must be
extended to the CCLs with modifications to the education and
training within the institutional level.

It has been observed that children and youth are not willing
and desirous to educate themselves. In such cases, proper
counselling by a trained counsellor must be given to them.

The CCls need reforms in infrastructures to reform the
educational services provided in the CCls. The world is moving
fast with the technologies and now the CCls also need to be
developed in terms of adequate rooms as well as smart rooms
for teaching and training. Through technology-built
classrooms, these children could able to explore the world
more in their area of interest. This will not limit the children
and youth in a few vocational courses, such as electric
appliances and dressmaking, and give them the opportunity to
continue their education.

Trained teachers and counsellors must be recruited to guide
the children and make the environment of CCls education-
friendly. Proper training and orientation must also be provided
to the existing staff and superintendents.

The job post as per the stakeholders, is not permanent/cadre-
based, and they have been given additional charges of
supervising the CCls. This practice by the State Government
must be minimized and stopped since tackling children in
Conflict with the law is altogether a different task and needs
special expertise in pedagogy. Thus, people who have

28 Section 39, The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,

2015.
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experience in the field of child-related matters must be

engaged in the CCls.
In light of the above discussion, it can be said that CCLs in Odisha
are not receiving the required and adequate educational and
training support for their rehabilitation and reformations. It is a
kind of inhumane treatment done to the youth children living in
CCls. CCLs in Odisha remain the most neglected children due to a
lack of attention from the side of the Government. The age at
which these children come to the institute is that of learning and,
thus, an important phase of their life. After completing the formal
study in normal courses youth try to find out a respectable job for
their happy life. If, during the tenure of children in CCls, the right
quality education and training will be imparted to them, they will
not lose a significant portion of their academic period. The current
status of children in correctional homes of Odisha also raises an
eyebrow on other care homes of Odisha as well as the whole
nation. Reformation is quintessential for the children in
rehabilitative homes and education and training are the sine-qua-
non for the reformation of the children and youth in CCls. When
education and training of CCLs back strong international and
national legal support then the State must understand the urgency
to reform the children and youth for the mutual benefit of both
the Children and the State. The State must act on its responsibility
and instead of neglecting the children, it needs to supervise and
guide them by making long-term plans, and schemes to encourage
them to pursue their studies. With the change of time, the mindset
of people has also changed from juvenile delinquents to children in
conflict with the law and now it’s time to recognize that these
children need reforms like children in need of care and protection.
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